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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Families,

Welcome

Welcome back to Semester 2! A special
welcome to new students and families and
to our new staff. Tamara Matthews
commenced as the teacher in Room 6, and
Julia Guangzhu Fan is in our Preschool. We

are extremely fortunate to have been able to recruit these two
great Early Year’s teachers to our school, especially in this time
of teacher shortages across the country.

Year 5 sleepover

Our Year 5 students were treated to an action-packed evening
last Thursday for their sleepover. Returning to school in the
evening they quickly formed teams and undertook challenges
for the Amazing Race. A huge thanks to Mrs Mullins for putting
this together for our kids; to our Year 5/6 teachers and Miss
Josie who stayed the night and to Miss Barblett, Mr Atkins,
Miss Kim, Miss Harley and Mrs Simpson who helped prepare
for and support the evening.

End of day arrangements

Please ensure that you have firm arrangements in place with
children for the end of day. The office is a very busy space in
the afternoons, and whilst we understand that circumstances
can change, we cannot guarantee that last-minute messages
will get to your child in time. Please notify the office by 2.30pm
to allow time for messages to be passed on.

Thank you for you co-operation in this matter.

Permission Notes
All students mustmust have a signed permission note in order
to attend excursions. We ask that completed notes are

returned to the office as soon as possible, to enable
transport and other arrangements to be made. We will not
be able to call families to obtain permission on the day of the
excursion. Thank you for your understanding.

Preschool Project

Our Preschool has been invited to participate in an 18-month
long literacy and numeracy project with the University of
Melbourne. The Early Learning Teaching Trial is a research
study that aims to support children’s early literacy and
numeracy skills as they prepare for school. We are one of
only three trial sites nationally. The trial is an initiative under
Closing the Gap which is focused on improving outcomes for all
children, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.
Preschool staff will have access to training and coaching and
there will be a strong focus on Community and Stakeholder
engagement.

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)

At this time of year we prepare to send off information for the
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data regarding adjustments
made at school for students as required in their learning. This
data details information about students who have a diagnosed
disability or imputed disability and the types of adjustments
made to enable them to participate in the educational program.
Thanks to our classroom teachers and especially our Inclusive
Practices teachers, Jacki Raybould and Angela Gibbs, for their
tireless work to document and implement the adjustments for
our students.

Mums and Dad’s groups

Thanks to Ruth Tahere who facilitated a Mums’ get-together at
the end of last term; a small group of mums came together on
the evening. Look out for another event coming up.

Two of our dads, Josef Schofield and Carl O’Sullivan have
planned a Dads’ evening for Wednesday August 24th at the
Telegraph Station. It’s a great box boat building event (BYO
cardboard) from 4.30-6.30pm. This is for kids and fathers (and
father figures in kids’ lives – grandfathers, uncles, big brothers).
Come along and join in the fun!

1



Brenda

SCHOOL SNAPSHOT

Netball at Larapinta

In Terms 2 and 3, Larapinta students have been honing their
netball skills every Thursday as part of the Larapinta Netball
Club. In addition to developing their athleticism, students have
been working on their abilities to cooperate well as a team,
encourage one another, share the ball around and – most
importantly – never argue with the umpire ? Students (and I)
have been grateful for the support of Ms Thomas, and have
loved the cameo appearances from a range of staff members!

- Ms Gibbs

Narrative writing in 1/2 Barblett

For his narrative writing, Spencer chose a character from one
of his favourite shows. He then drew the character, and when
describing his character, he decided to write the character’s
favourite saying, “Be on guard.”

VOLUNTARY PARENT CONTRIBUTION

The Larapinta School Council has set the parent contribution
for Primary School students at $110 per year or $55.00 per
semester. This voluntary contribution allows us to enhance the
offerings to our students including: IT Resources such as Apps
and access up to the minute hardware and software; additional
enhanced consumable resources to assist student learning;
and enrichment opportunities beyond the performances
parents pay for via the Back-to-School voucher.

For Preschool students the contribution is $200 per year or
$50.00 per ten-week term. The Preschool contributions allow
us to enhance the offerings to our preschool students and
enables us to run activities such as painting, making play

dough, collage and home corner dress-ups as well as cooking.
This payment helps to ensure we can continue to provide a
high-quality early childhood education for your child.

If you haven’t paid your contribution for the year yet, please
come in to the front office at the school and do so – it’s never
too late!

REMINDERS

School uniform

A reminder that as per the uniform policy, students are required
to wear the correct school uniform each day; that is the school
shirt, navy shorts, skorts or trackpants and that the Larapinta
school jumper or jacket is also required. Students should not
come in coloured jumpers, jackets or hoodies. It is still cold in
the mornings so please ensure children come in a jumper to
avoid them becoming sick from the cold.

Helmets

A reminder that all children riding bikes or scooters to school
need to have a helmet. If children ride to school without helmets
parents will be called to come to collect the bike or scooter as
children may not ride home without it.

Toys and Personal items

A reminder that children should not bring toys or personal items
from home to school. There is potential that these items get
lost, broken or otherwise go missing. They also often cause
arguments between children and take away from precious
teaching and learning time as disputes are resolved. We are
unable to follow up missing items so please leave them at
home.

Free Newsletter App

Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. The newsletter can be read in
a range of languages; just select at the top of the page. For
instructions on how to install the APP, click on the link below:

OSHC

The YMCA is running an Out of School Hours Care program
at Araluen Christian School and are collecting students from
Larapinta to attend the program after school. Please contact
the YMCA if you would like to enrol your child in the program.
For any parents requesting Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
Services, please click on the link below for the OSHC website:

https://oshc.nt.ymca.org.au/

Medications at School

If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS

Werte from preschool

Welcome back to Preschool for Term 3!

We have started the term by welcoming some new friends
into our classrooms! They have made an awesome start to
preschool, picking up on the routines, engaging in the play
provocations and they have enjoyed getting to know the
children and teachers.

We have also welcomed a new teacher, Miss Julia! She has
slotted into the preschool teaching team perfectly - and has
spent the first few weeks getting to know the children.

The returning children have been super excited to be back -
remembering the routines, reconnecting with their pals and just
generally loving being back at preschool!

Some of our learning from last term has carried on into this term
- the beans we grew in bags have now sprouted and have been
a great discussion point amongst the children, a provocation for
drawing and wonderful to observe up close with the magnifying
glasses.

The changes in layout to both learning spaces have been well
received by the children and we have seen them engaged in
longer periods of sustained play.

There are lots of exciting things coming up this term within the
school and wider community and we look forward to being
involved with them here at preschool - watch this space!!

We ask that no nut products be sent to preschool as we
have children that have anaphylactic allergies to nuts. This
includes Nutella and peanut butter. Healthy options for lunches
are preferred over lots of packaged foods - please refer to the
traffic light guide in the enrolment pack when packing lunches.

Thank you
Preschool team

COMMUNITY NEWS
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