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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Families,
Swimming is over for the Year 1/2 classes
and Eisteddfod is done for another year. We
had two great performances at the school
over the past week with Musica Viva and
Taiko Drumming.
The big ticket item still on our calendar is
our Sports Day scheduled for this Friday 10th June. This will
take the same format as the last two years with all events being
held on our school grounds and running through from morning
until lunchtime.
Events for junior classes will be completed by first break (10.30).
Miss Ah Wang and Mr Atkins are running tabloid events
(shotput, discus, distance running) this week in the lead-up to
sports day and high jump will run on Friday afternoon. We are
excited to be able to welcome families in this year to share the
day with us.
We ask that all parents sign into the school at the office on the
day (in case of emergency) so we know who is on site. If you
are taking your child home before the end of the day, please
make sure you let their teacher know and sign them out at the
office.
Kind regards,
Brenda

SCHOOL SNAPSHOT
SPECIAL THANKS
A big thanks to Sonja Kerr from RecoverFit Physiotherapy for
donating some new sports equipment for recess and lunchtime
play. We know it will get a great deal of use.

Attendance and lateness
School starts at 8.30am each day. When students come late
they disrupt the flow of learning in the classroom as the teacher
needs to explain the lessons again that have already been
introduced to the class. Children who come late miss important
learning. This means they have gaps in their understanding,
learning and progress. Children cannot do well at school unless
they have strong attendance, including arriving to school on
time. Please help your child to be at school by 8.30am each
day. We regularly talk with students about the importance of
strong attendance and punctuality.
Increasing the number of attended days for all students is a
headline measure for the Education Department. Schools are
required to follow up all absences and lates. Teachers and staff
encourage students to improve their attendance and regularly
check in with students regarding this. Student Engagement
officers from the Department of Education become involved
when attendance is poor. Our aim is for all students to have
attendance of 92% or more. Families are required to contact
the school to provide reasons for absence which are recorded
by the school and reported to the Education Department.
When children are collected late at the end of the day or
not collected at all it can be distressing for the children. It is
important that families can be contacted. If your phone number
has changed or you need to add an extra contact please come
and let us know at the office. The end of the school day is
2.50pm and all children should have been collected by 3.10pm
at the latest. Staff have other commitments after school and are
not on duty to supervise children past this time.
A reminder also that children from the primary school should
not go to the preschool to wait for siblings or parents there but
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need to be collected from the primary school. This is because
the preschool is a regulated service with strict ratios.

REMINDERS
Healthy Eating

Medications at School
If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Werte from Preschool

School uniform
A reminder that as per the uniform policy, students are required
to wear the correct school uniform each day; that is the school
shirt, navy shorts, skorts or trackpants and that the Larapinta
school jumper or jacket is also required. Students should not
come in coloured jumpers, jackets or hoodies. It is cold now
in the mornings so please ensure children come in a jumper to
avoid them becoming sick from the cold.

Reconciliation Week has inspired some wonderful, engaging
and authentic learning experiences for the children at preschool
as we have worked to acknowledge this week in a respectful
and meaningful way. The children have been captivated by the
Dreamtime stories we have been reading and some of their art
and craft activities have been based on these; making echidnas
at the playdough table (we read ‘The Echidna and the Shade
Tree’), creating colourful birds at the painting tiles and craft
table (we also read ‘How the Birds got their Colours’).

Helmets
A reminder that all children riding bikes or scooters to school
need to have a helmet. If children ride to school without helmets
parents will be called to come to collect the bike or scooter as
children may not ride home without it.

Toys and Personal items
A reminder that children should not bring toys or personal items
from home to school. There is potential that these items get
lost, broken or otherwise go missing. They also often cause
arguments between children and take away from precious
teaching and learning time as disputes are resolved. We are
unable to follow up missing items so please leave them at
home.

We have been making lots of hearts to put in our garden
which reflect what Reconciliation means to our children, staff
and families – the Sea of Hearts challenge has been developed
by ‘Connecting The Dots Through Culture’. The wet weather
has slowed down our efforts to display them but we will get
onto it during the week. Other activities we have explored
have included watching the Reconciliation Week video on
Playschool, painting the flags of Australia, writing and practicing
our Acknowledgement of Country, creating a snake and turtle
using loose parts, threading, drawing Aboriginal symbols,
watching dance videos and listening to the sounds of a
Didgeridoo.

Free Newsletter App
Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. The newsletter can be read in
a range of languages; just select at the top of the page. For
instructions on how to install the APP, click on the link below:

OSHC
The YMCA is running an Out of School Hours Care program
at Araluen Christian School and are collecting students from
Larapinta to attend the program after school. Please contact
the YMCA if you would like to enrol your child in the program.
For any parents requesting Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
Services, please click on the link below for the OSHC website:
https://oshc.nt.ymca.org.au/
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We have created a ‘Talking Tub’ and it was filled with a vast
collection of Aboriginal resources including hand-made
jewellery, painted rocks, instruments, artwork, stories and
woven animals. The children passed around the items, asked
questions about them and talked about what their favourite item
was and why.
“I liked the necklace because it was made from seeds,”
Frances said
“I liked the platypus because it was so soft,” Jesse said.

“I like the pattern on the bracelet because it was so
pretty,” Kara said.
We were lucky to have Tahlia organize a visit from Axel and
his Finke buggy and Braedan with his racing bike on Monday.
It was so cool to see the Finke vehicles up close, hearing
their loud motors and asking the boys questions about the
upcoming race. Good luck boys! Look out for bike number 497
and buggy number 28 if you are heading out this weekend and
give them a wave. Thank you for coming, we know your time is
precious in the lead up to Finke.

COMMUNITY NEWS

CHILD AND FAMILY CENTRE (CFC)
Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do.
We live and work on Arrernte Country.

Werte!
CFC Reconciliation Celebration
We held our own Reconciliation celebration here at the Centre.
Kids and families enjoyed engaging in fun activities such as
painting capes, braiding wool, face paint and music. Learning
about culture and diversity supports children to develop
awareness, appreciation and inclusion of diverse beliefs and
cultures.

We shared a yummy lunch of chicken vermicelli, kangaroo tail
and damper. Kids and families enjoyed going for walks down to
the fire to see how the kangaroo tail was being prepared.

https://www.facebook.com/LarapintaCFC/videos/405730661
438609

Child Friendly Alice Reconciliation Event
Last Friday CFC staff and families attended the Child Friendly
Alice Reconciliation event down at the Todd Mall. It was a fun
filled day with multiple services coming down to run activities
and share goodies.
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