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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Families,

Welcome
Welcome to Teegan Tyson-Hayes who has
commenced in the AEO role (Aboriginal
Education Officer).
Teegan
worked
previously in the FaFT
program at our Family Centre so already
knows lots of students and families. She’s
here to help so come and say hello when
you visit the school or give her a call if you
have anything you want to discuss. Teegan
will be making contact with families
regarding student absence to make sure that everyone gets
back to school and learning as soon as possible. We also
welcome Nyaluak Dak working in Year 1/2.

Attendance
We had a large number of student absences across the school
last week and whilst I’m hoping that not all of these children are
sick, I am wondering why they’re not at school. The Education
Department’s Attendance and Participation policy states that
‘Parents must ensure their child is attending school.’
Students who are regular attenders progress faster in their
learning, achieve stronger grades, and enjoy positive
friendships and a sense of belonging to the school community.
We work hard to support families to address factors that impact
attendance but ultimately rely on parents to make sure that
children are here at school and engaged in learning each and
every day. I hope we will see a marked improvement in

Jumpers and Hats
We’ve had a little bit of cooler weather in the mornings, so
children are looking for jumpers. A reminder that the
Department and School uniform policies both include school
jumpers as compulsory uniform. If your child does not have a
Larapinta jumper or jacket, please come and purchase from
the office as soon as possible. Students should not wear
other-coloured jumpers or jackets over their shirt nor coloured
skivvies underneath their shirts.
Many children took hats home for washing at the end of the
term and haven’t brought them back to school. Please make
sure your child has a hat at school as this is required in order
to be playing outdoors. Hats are kept at school in students’ tidy
trays to ensure they are available each day.

Student-led Conferences
In years gone by parents came along to school to discuss
their child’s learning with the teacher but the learner often
wasn’t invited. Instead of these ‘parent-teacher’ interviews, our
process is to have the students lead the conversation about
their learning. The research shows that “self-reporting is the
most powerful indicator of student success in learning. Effective
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reporting systems will be ones where student voice is an
integral part of the reporting process”.
We hope that all parents/carers will come along with their child
on Wednesday 11th May to see and hear from their child
about their learning and their goals. Children will share their
writing, their maths work and another piece of evidence of
learning. There will also be some activities for families to work
on together. Parents and students will also be able to visit
resource teachers on the evening; that is, Mr Atkins (Health
and PE teacher Room 11), Mrs Simpson and Mrs Mullins
(Technology teacher and Science teacher Room 15), Mrs
Kleeman and Mrs Steed ((Music and Health/PE for Transition
(Room 3 and 4) to hear about learning in those areas.
The library will be open for childcare. If you have younger
children with you, please use this option so that the focus can
be on the learner as they share with you on the evening. Please
remember that bicycles cannot be ridden around the school
and that the play equipment and courts are not for use during
the evening in order to reduce distractions, and as these areas
will not be supervised.

Cleaner
We currently have a vacancy for a cleaner - 3hrs per day on
school days (10am-1pm). Applicants must have a working with
children check (ochre card) and be fully vaccinated (including
booster).
If you are interested, please send your resume to
b.jolley@education.nt.gov.au

What else is happening?
Choirs
Our choirs are recommencing this term with Ceenah Naufahu
assuming the role of choir leader. Glynnis from the NT Music
School will support at times to prepare for the BEAT
performance to be held at Araluen later in the year.

Perthame
Perthame language classes also recommence this term for
those students whose families are connected to this southern
Arrernte language group.

Bangtail Muster Parade
Our preschoolers and their buddy classmates will be decorating
their bikes and participating in the Bangtail Muster parade next
Monday – look out for them and give them a cheer if you are in
the crowd!

Year 6 Camp
The Year 6 camp to Hamilton Downs is fast approaching. If
you haven’t done so already, please return permission slips and
make payment for camp so your child doesn’t miss out on this
great opportunity.

NAPLAN
NAPLAN testing for students in Year 3 and 5 at our school
will take place across two weeks (Weeks 4 and 5). We provide
breakfast at school for these students on the test mornings
from 8-8.30am. Good school attendance gives your child the
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best opportunity to learn well and demonstrate their knowledge
through the tests. Results are provided to parents when they
become available.

Swimming
Later in the term, Year 1/2 students will participate in a
two-week swimming lesson block. Notes and payment for this
should also be returned promptly so that everyone is organised
and ready to take part. If you didn’t pay for swimming lessons
for your child through the back-to-school payment please come
in to the office to arrange payment. All children are expected
to take part in the swimming lessons as this is part of the
curriculum. If your child is reluctant, already has lessons, or
you are concerned, please come in or phone to discuss. Extra
lessons only strengthen children’s ability to learn to become
strong swimmers. Learning to swim saves lives! Students in T/
1 Bellis and Choudhary will have swimming lessons later in the
year and paperwork will be sent out at that time.

After-School Clubs
Robotics, frisbee and netball after-school clubs have
recommenced. Participating students have received notes.
Students must be collected on time at the end of these
sessions as staff have other commitments and cannot wait past
the nominated time. Thanks to Deb Simpson, Mitch Donaldson
and Angela Gibbs who are providing these opportunities for
students in their own time.

Eisteddfod
We have many students preparing for participation in the
Eisteddfod. Our school will host some sections this year. The
Eisteddfod Council is in need of volunteers to assist with the
running of the event. If anyone is interested in volunteering
a few hours of their time please contact them on
committee@centralianeisteddfod.org
There is so much more planned across the term and we’ll get
information to you as these events draw closer.
Regards,
Brenda

SCHOOL SNAPSHOT
Helmets
A reminder that all children riding bikes or scooters to school
need to have a helmet. If children ride to school without helmets
parents will be called to come to collect the bike or scooter as
children may not ride home without it.

Toys and Personal items
A reminder that children should not bring toys or personal items
from home to school. There is potential that these items get
lost, broken or otherwise go missing. They also often cause
arguments between children and take away from precious
teaching and learning time as disputes are resolved. We are
unable to follow up missing items so please leave them at
home.

Free Newsletter App
Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. The newsletter can be read in
a range of languages; just select at the top of the page. For
instructions on how to install the APP, click on the link below:

OSHC
The YMCA is running an Out of School Hours Care program
at Araluen Christian School and are collecting students from
Larapinta to attend the program after school. Please contact
the YMCA if you would like to enrol your child in the program.
For any parents requesting Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
Services, please click on the link below for the OSHC website:
http://www.oshc.nt.ymca.org.au

The children engaged well with Khiani from the CFC who
carried out some learning around nose and ear health. She did
an experiment with the children who had to blow their nose and
then wash their hands. She shone a UV light on their hands
to show the children what their hands looked like before they
washed their hands and then afterwards. What a great learning
experience for the children!

Medications at School
If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Werte! Welcome back to Term 2!
These public holidays have made for a nice transition back into
the school term and we have had a quiet but engaging start.
The cool change in weather has meant for some lovely outdoor
play!
Prior to the holidays, the children have been engaging in lots
of cooking experiences – from making gingerbread people to
creating their own easter treats! Cooking helps the children
develop and understanding about science, literacy and math
concepts (measurement, observing changes, counting,
following a recipe) as well as social skills such as turn taking and
patience. And of course, eating the yummy treats is the best!

We have entered the Bangtail Muster – with all preschool
children and their buddy class invited to attend the parade on
Monday 2nd May 2022. The theme is ‘Destination Alice.’ The
children can bring along their bikes, scooters or walk alongside
their families in the parade. This week we have spent time
making some decorations for our ‘wheels’ and helmets. If you
would like to bring along your child/siblings please let a
preschool teacher know.

CHILD AND FAMILY CENTRE (CFC)
Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do.
We live and work on Arrernte Country.

Werte!
Fathers Changing the Story Short Film

The children have been respectfully acknowledging Anzac Day
through listening to age-appropriate stories, engaging in art
provocations and making some delicious Anzac biscuits. It is
important for the children of today to recognize and respect the
past and how it shaped the lives we now live today.

A collaboration between Strong Young Fathers Program and
Tangentyere Strong Families Program recently interviewed
fathers in the community to develop a short film. The purpose
of this short film is to highlight the great things fathers are
doing in the community, challenging negative stereotypes and
highlighting the joys of fatherhood as well as sharing advice for
new or expecting fathers. The launch for the short film will be
held at Desert Park on the 11th May.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tangentyere Healthy Children and Families Day
in Karnte Camp
During the school holidays, Larapinta CFC staff attended the
Tangentyere Healthy Children and Families Day held at Karnte
Camp. Leading up to this event Tangentyere has been
delivering food, hygiene and learning packs to the families that
were in quarantine in their homes during the last few months.
During this period, they have been able to connect with many
families where they have had the opportunity to share their
knowledge of Early Childhood Education as well as the
importance of Health. The Healthy Children and Families Day
was a special day to continue to share and highlight strong
positive messages around hygiene, safety, health and nutrition
to support children and their families from the community.

Healing the Future by Nurturing the Past Study
The Congress Research team are working with Aboriginal
researchers from LaTrobe and Melbourne Universities on a
research study called ‘Healing the Past by Nurturing the
Future’. Fathers involved in the Strong Young Fathers Program
recently participated in the study and gave their feedback on
how to best support fathers, and whether the material being
developed was useful and appropriate for Aboriginal fathers.
The Aboriginal Coordinator from the CFC also supported a
number of women to participate in the Mothers research
session. This research study aims to help Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander parents who have experienced intergenerational
trauma, the researchers hope that it will help these parents to
heal so they are able to raise strong, happy and healthy kids.

Apmwe! (Snake)
This is our second ‘pop up’ footpath chalk art! For this piece
we have chosen a large scale sensory Apmwe. This artwork
represents and promotes Both Way Learning. This type of
learning connects people from different cultures and enables
them to learn from one another. It’s for kids and families to
enjoy!
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Northern Territory Urban Sport Vouchers
Applications for Urban Sport Vouchers for children enrolled in
Transition to Year 12 are closing 24 May 2022, please register
and apply for eligible children’s vouchers before this date.
Registration and application can be made at grantsnt.nt.gov.au
. Issued sport vouchers for Round One, July – December 2021
and Round Two, January – May 2022, are due to expire 31
May 2022.
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