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Acting Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Welcome to Week 8! This term is certainly racing along at a
great rate of knots and we are fast approaching the school
holidays. Ms Jolley will be back on deck next term and I am
certainly looking forward to her return.

Concert – Oh Happy Days!
We are in the final stages of preparing for our school concert
next THURSDAY 20th September. Please make sure your
child’s teacher knows if they are not going to be here. Families
are welcome from 5:15pm with their picnic baskets. A BBQ run
by the Scout Association will be onsite and families may choose
to indulge in steak or sausage sandwiches.
As we have outgrown our hall, the concert will be held on a
portable stage outside the Arts Centre building. Families are
encouraged to bring a rug to sit on, otherwise we will have
chairs set up on the basketball courts. Please do not allow
your children to bring their wheels to school on this evening
(scooters, bikes, skateboards etc.). It is distracting to the
performers and the audience.
Children will need to arrive in their costumes and meet their
teachers in classrooms at 6pm sharp (except for preschool –
they will meet their teachers in Mr Howard’s room)! The concert
will get underway at 6:15 and should be done and dusted by
7:30pm (in plenty of time for everyone to get home and be
tucked into bed at a reasonable time!). It promises to be an
entertaining evening and we hope you are all able to join us.

20th Birthday Celebrations
We would like to congratulate Jax and Tia T on their winning
designs in our cake decorating competition. Their designs will
be replicated onto our 20th birthday cakes for us all to enjoy on
concert night next week.

Alice Can Dance
A group of committed dancers have been working with Frankie,
Maddy and the team to choreograph a spectacular
performance for this year’s Alice Can Dance show at the
Araluen Theatre on Friday 28th September. There will be two
shows – one starting at 5pm and the other starting at 7pm.
Tickets can be purchased from the box office - $10 per adult,
$5 per child or a family pass (2 x adult and 2 x children) for
$20. If you want to bring along all your friends, 10 tickets will set
you back $50! Tickets sell quickly, so get down there soon to
ensure you don’t miss out!

Transition Information Evenings
Mrs Raybould is busily preparing for our new Transition families
for 2019. Starting ‘big school’ is an important time in the lives
of children and we really want all our new families to be well
prepared.
We will hold several parent sessions over the next few weeks –
starting this evening (Wednesday 12th September) at 5:30pm
for a tour of the school and then a quick chat about school
expectations. If you can’t make this session, another two
sessions will be held early next term.
If you have a child at our preschool, you will need to make
an appointment to meet with either Jacqui Bramley or me (or
Brenda next term) to complete a few extra pages of paper work
in preparation for them to start Transition in 2019. Please call
Josie at the front office on 8958 5155 to arrange a time.

NAPLAN Online Readiness Trials
Larapinta Primary School is one of about 40 schools in the
Northern Territory who will take on NAPLAN Online in 2019. In
preparation for this to happen smoothly, we will undertake a
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series of readiness trials over the next few months, the first of
which will happen next week.
Although NAPLAN is designed for children in Year 3 and Year
5 (at primary level), students in Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 will
sit a series of trial tests on Monday or Tuesday next week to
determine whether or not our technology and school systems
will cope with online testing.
Families who are curious about the online testing (or NAPLAN
testing in general) can access information through the public
demonstration site at
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstrati
on-site
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

No Assembly in Week 9

For history we have been working on our theme, Heroes and
Villains. We will be presenting our team projects to the class.
Some of us are creating plays to tell the life story of our heroes
to the class. We also wrote narratives about ourselves as
superheroes. We learned that part of the superhero theme is
the origin story - how the superhero gets their superpower and
how something tragic always happened to them when they
were young. Superheroes always make the choice to use their
super powers for good - which is one of the cool things about
them. We’ve also been practising for our concert item which
we created ourselves. That’s been fun! We are looking forward
to a great evening with our families and friends. We’ve been
investigating and learning about ‘matter’ in science. Some of us
have been bringing in our own science experiments to share
with the class to help us learn a little more about the properties
of solids, liquids and gases.

We will hold our final rehearsal next Wednesday morning (19th
September) so there will be no assembly on that day.

#CHOOSEKIND
On a final note, I have been talking a lot at assembly, in
classrooms and in the newsletter about the importance of
kindness and the difference it can make not only to others but
to yourself! In a world where you can be anything, be kind!
It is easy to get caught up in negativity and problems but it is
important to remember all the fabulous things that make up our
days – family, friends and the beautiful blue Central Australian
skies being just a few!
Please remind your children about the power of a smile and
a cheery ‘good morning’ when they arrive in the morning. We
are all working hard to make our school a safe and respectful
learning environment but when things don’t go quite as
planned, please come and let us know so that we can work
together to resolve issues.
In the words of a famous song, we are all in this together! Have
a great week everyone.

Project work

Art time: Picasso

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
If your child is required to be given medication at school (e.g.
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup etc.), please ensure that you
visit the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without appropriate
consent. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers or other medications
in their school bags.

Preschool News

Kind regards,

Family Celebration of Father’s Day

Jackie Mullins

Many dads and families joined us on Wednesday morning for
a breakfast to celebrate Father’s Day. We enjoyed cereal, toast
and fruit to eat and it was wonderful to see families playing and
enjoying the beautiful morning we had.

School Snapshot
TRANSITION VISIT

4/5 Alexander
The end of term is nearly here and we have done so much and
have lots more to do.
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Students made painted hand print cards and decorated their
money boxes. Students could choose to paint their hand and
make a print on to the card, others chose to trace around their
hand and then draw pictures of their family or things that their
dads liked. They then wrote their names on the bottom. It was
very exciting as some students copied or wrote letters of their
names for the first time. The students were very excited to take
the gifts home. Families were very appreciative of the breakfast
as was evident from the positive comments and thanks staff
received.

investigation and inquiry strategies Outcome 5 –
Communication: Interact verbally and non-verbally with others
for a range of purposes Evident when children: 5.1a develop
oral language and active listening.

HATS, HATS and more HATS
Please remember to pack your child a sun smart hat
and water bottle when they are at preschool. If children
do not have a hat they will need to play inside. There is
only a limited number of spare hats and on some days
there has not been enough to go around.

Upcoming Events
Outcome 1: Identity - Feel safe, secure, accepted and
supported 1.1a build a sense of stability and trust 1.1b Build a
sense of belonging. Outcome 2: Connectedness 2.2a Respond
to diversity with respect and explore the diversity of culture,
heritage, background and tradition. Outcome 5 –
Communication: Interact verbally and non-verbally with others
for a range of purposes 5.1a Evident when children develop oral
language and active listening. Engage with a range of texts and
gain meaning from them 5.2b Begin to develop reading and
writing.

Our Community
This week we used a range of different painting techniques to
decorate wooden birds that will displayed at the Parrtjima - A
Festival in Light community event held at the Desert Park later
this year. We also had members of our school community (our
Transition friends) visit from the Primary School.
A lot of decisions were made and skills practised as children
were making design choices choosing from a range of painting
techniques and colours to decorate a wooden bird cut out.
It is hoped that children will be able to attend the Parrtjima
Show with their families to see their work on display in the
community. An additional benefit of supporting this community
event is that students have the opportunity to showcase the
skills and abilities of young children in our local community,
highlighting what they are capable of and they have another
avenue to express their ideas, skills and knowledge.
Outcome 2 - Connectedness: Respond to diversity with
respect: Evident when children: 2.2a explore diversity of culture,
heritage, background and tradition Outcome 4 - Learning and
Thinking: Develop dispositions for learning Evident when
children: 4.1a develop curiosity, enthusiasm, resourcefulness
and reflexivity 4.1b build confidence, cooperation, commitment
and persistence. Develop a range of skills and processes for
learning and thinking 4.2a develop problem solving,

Helping our Animal Friends
The Alice Springs Animal Shelter has recently
appealed to our local community for support
with donations of food and/or funds to feed
and provide care for the animals. To broaden
the children’s connection to the wider
community we have developed a strategy
where each child can use their hands to help
their families and the Animal Shelter by doing jobs at home.
Families can acknowledge these jobs by donating pet food or
money which we will collect and give to the animal shelter. This
activity will culminate in a ‘soft toy’ pet parade at the end of the
term.
A note with more details will be sent home shortly.

Twilight Family Get-Together
To celebrate the end of term Preschool will be holding a family
get-together evening on Thursday 27th September at 5 to
6.30pm. Preschool will provide chicken and bread rolls and
families are welcome to bring salads that they would like to
consume. The evening is an opportunity for families to come
together, play on the equipment, share some thoughts and
design ideas for our water play area and enjoy the balmy
evening by singing some songs at the end. A note will be sent
home shortly – please RSVP so we can finalise numbers for
catering purposes.

Reminders
**“Kiss and Go” Area**
Please remember the area at the front of preschool is a
“Kiss and Go” area between 7.45 – 8.30am and 2.45 3.30pm. Space is available in the large carpark if you are
picking up children at these times.
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**Lost Property**

Special Needs Support

We have a large collection of lost property at preschool. Please
check if there are any of your child’s belongings in the tubs
inside the classrooms.

Our Family Centre is hosting a Special Needs Support Group
for Adults every second Wednesday evening (5:30 – 7pm). This
is an adult support group (children welcome) run by families for:

**2018 Preschool Enrolments**
Places at Larapinta Preschool for next year are filling fast so if
you have family or friends who would like to send their child
here next year, please ask them to contact Jenny Ashenden
– Preschool Teacher in Charge on 8958 5145 to discuss
enrolments and secure a place.

Child and Family Centre (CFC)

• parents and carers with children (of any age) with
special needs
• adults and teens with special needs
• educators and specialists who work with children
with special needs
Wed Sep 12th 5.30 - 7.00pm
Wed Sep 26th 5.30 - 7.00pm

Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do. Families are
their child’s first teachers and we support a strength based
approach.

A Child Friendly Alice
Larapinta Child and Family Centre belongs to a larger collective
committed to enhancing the wellbeing of young children (0-5) in
Alice Springs. We work with other services in an integrated way
to improve the way we can support families. We are part of a
local collaborative working to create a Child Friendly Alice!
Help us find out what a Child Friendly Alice looks like and what
is important in your community for children and families. Please
complete the short online survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZXP8FWJ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZNR6WJ3
There is also a public meeting on Wednesday 12th September
at the Andy McNeil room (Town Hall) from 5.00 – 6.30pm.
Thank you

Also, every Monday morning @ 10:30 we host a Special Needs
Playgroup for parents and carers with young children (0-5).
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Community News

Click below to nominate and excellent educator in the ASG
National Excellence in Teaching Awards. Nominations close
Thursday 13th September.
https://www.asg.com.au/about-asg/neita
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