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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,

It seems as though another term is racing
away! Last week was a big week of Arts
and performances with students attending
the Musica Viva Zeeko performance,
participating in a cartooning workshop with
Joffa and being entertained by Indigenous
performer Troy Allen.

This week we are in the throes of Eisteddfod with our choirs
and drama group performing earlier in the week with great
success. Our dancers who have prepared under the tutelage
of Mrs Raybould will take the stage next week. What talented
students we have here at Larapinta! And fabulous staff who
dedicate their own time to provide such great opportunities for
the children. Thanks to Mrs Young, Miss Madin, Mrs Raybould
and Miss Kerby who have led and supported Eisteddfod
preparation and participation.

Year 6 students will be heading out to camp in a couple of
weeks; a reminder to return notes and make payment for this
as soon as possible.

Sports Day is scheduled for Thursday 21 June… pop this
date on your calendar to make sure you don’t miss it. Kids love
their families to watch them in their races!

The Interschool Athletics Carnival will be held the following day
Friday 22 June. A group of students from each school attend
this event.

We also have Student Led Conferences coming up in Week 10.
They will be held on the Tuesday and Wednesday evening 26
and 27 June. Once known as parent/teacher interviews, these
conferences allow students to take the lead in explaining their
learning and providing more ownership and pride in their efforts
and achievement. We do hope that every family will come along
with their child/ren to connect with what is happening for them

in their learning. The more parents know and are involved in
their child’s schooling the better the success!

Kind regards,

Brenda

School Snapshot

STUDENT LED CONFERENCES

The research shows that “self-reporting is the most powerful
indicator of student success in learning. Effective reporting
systems will be ones where student voice is an integral part
of the reporting process.” Hattie 2009

All our children need to own their learning so this year we will
hold student-led conferences across the school in Week 10
instead of the more traditional parent-teacher interviews. All
families are strongly encouraged to attend with their child to
hear about the progress they are making in their classrooms
this semester. The classroom spaces will be set up to allow
three families at a time to be in the room with their child and it
is very important that all our kids have an important adult come
along on the night. Please mark Tuesday 26th and Wednesday
27th June between 3:30-6:30pm onto your calendars so you
can come along and share your child’s learning with them.
Reports for Semester I will be distributed on these nights.

EISTEDDFOD NEWS

Some fabulous feedback from the adjudicators and members
of the audience about our fantastic choirs today! Mrs Young
- you are fabulous and we are so lucky to have you at our
school! The Middle Choir won their section and the Senior Choir
was awarded a highly commended! We are happy with the
results but happier that our kids were acknowledged for sitting
quietly and patiently and transitioning on and off the stage
in a well-disciplined manner! Well done to our students on a
polished performance.
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1/2 KENNETH ARE COMMITTED TO LEARNING!

At the beginning of the year the students of 1/2 Kenneth began
a discussion regarding learning goals and how to achieve them.
We looked at and discussed all areas of learning with a specific
focus on reading and writing skills.

All the students know what their reading levels are and they are
all very keen to improve on these. The children brainstormed
strategies that could assist with their reading, such as read
every day, use the books illustrations to help with
comprehension, write down tricky words and read books that
are interesting and enjoyable. When discussing writing goals
the class focussed on things that needed improving, such as
punctuation and sentence structure.

To help remind the children of their personal learning goals the
class made a small book called a ‘zine.’ Inside these zines the
children wrote their learning goals and strategies they could
use to achieve them. The class will re-examine their zine goals
before the end of term and see how they have travelled.

LARAPINTA LEARNERS

Various students from Year 4 – 6 have been working with Miss
Revell to tidy and prepare our nursery garden area for some
new plants as part of their gardening elective. We look forward
to seeing the final results. Thanks also to parent Dan Hodgins
who has been helping out in this space.

Tuesday 23rd May was National Simultaneous Storytime
across Australia. The book this year, Hickory Dickory Dash, was

read and enjoyed by our Transition classes. This was followed
by a “mouse hunt” in the playground to find 20 hidden mice.
They then put them in number order on their Hickory Dickory
Clock.

During Indonesian lessons in 1/2 Kenneth, Ibu Darmini brought
in some traditional clothing for the students to try on.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

It’s getting colder now especially in the mornings so children
need to come appropriately dressed. If you haven’t purchased
a school jumper or jacket yet, please pop in and see Josie or
Kelly-Anne at the office. School jumpers are an essential part
of our school uniform. Coloured jumpers and jackets cannot be
worn.

WRITING - OUR FOCUS…MORE TIPS FOR
HOME!

Avoid writing for your child

Don't write a paper for your child that will be turned in as their
work, and don't rewrite your child's work. Meeting a writing
deadline, taking responsibility for the finished product, and
feeling ownership of it are important parts of the writing
process.

Help your child with their writing as they get older

Ask your child questions that will help them clarify the details of
their stories and assignments as they get longer, and help them
organise their thoughts. Talk about the purpose of what they
are writing.

Provide your child with spelling help when they are
ready for it

When your child is just learning how to read and write, they may
try different ways to write and spell. Our job is to encourage our
children's writing so they will enjoy putting their thoughts and
ideas on paper. At first, your child may begin to write words the
way that they hear them. For example, they might write "haf"
instead of "have", "frn" instead of "friend", and "Frd" instead of
"Fred." This actually is a positive step in developing phonemic
awareness. Keep practising with them, and model the correct
spelling of words when you write. As your child gets older
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and begins to ask more questions about letters and spelling,
provide them with the help they need. Please do not discourage
their attempts at spelling. It is all part of the process!

They need practise, practise, practise

Writing well takes lots of effort, so make sure your child doesn't
get discouraged too easily. It's not easy! Give them plenty of
opportunities to practise so that they have the opportunity to
improve.

Read together

Reading and writing support each other. The more your child
does of each, the better they will be at both. Reading can also
stimulate your child to write about their own family or school
life. If your child has a particular favourite story or author, ask
why they think that story or that person's writing is special. As
you read and write more with your child, you will be building an
important foundation, and taking steps that will help your child
to become a better reader, writer, and student. Your efforts
now will make a difference — and it may be just the difference
that your child needs to succeed!

FREE NEWSLETTER APP

Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. For instructions on how to install
the APP, click on the link below:

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL

If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.

Preschool News

NEW EQUIPMENT – MUD KITCHEN

When children came to preschool last week there was a big
surprise waiting for them – our new play-kitchen in the old
sandpit. They found benches to prepare their play food, an
oven for baking cakes and mud pies and a refrigerator to keep
food cool. A variety of cooking utensils have also been provided
for the children to use to prepare their ‘food’.

Through dramatic play many different types of dishes were
prepared, cooked and eaten including cakes of all descriptions,
soups, stews, ice-cream, pancakes, orange juice and fruit
salad. Whilst the children were playing they were expressing
and sharing their knowledge and experiences and traditions
about food and food preparation.

Evident in the children’s play was their active participation in
these family/home experiences. Cooking is an activity that
incorporates a wide range of skills including maths, science,
language and social concepts such as:

We would also like to thank Mrs. Foley for all her efforts to
organise the kitchen and implements.

Outcome 1: Identity - Feel safe, secure, accepted and
supported 1.1b build a sense of belonging. Build
knowledgeable and confident self-identities 1.3a Display a
positive image.

Outcome 2: Connectedness 2.2 Respond to diversity with
respect: Evident when the children explore diversity of
cultures and traditions such as family practices and
traditions around food and food preparation

Outcome 3: Wellbeing - Become strong in their social and
emotional wellbeing 3.1a Interact positively to form
relationships and friendships. Take increasing responsibility
for their own health and physical wellbeing 3.2a Build
knowledge, skills and positive attitudes to physical
movement.

Outcome 4: Learning and Thinking: Develop dispositions for
learning 4.1 b. build confidence, cooperation, commitment
and persistence, 4.4 Engage in creative and inventive ways
of thinking and doing: 4.4 Evident when children represent
ideas, feelings and experiences in creative ways.

Outcome 5: Communication Interact verbally and non-verbally
with others for a range of purposes 5.1a. Develop oral
language and active listening. Begin to understand how
symbols and pattern systems work 5.4a begin to understand
symbols and patterns work; 5.4e develop concepts of print.

LEGO MACHINES

The new Lego machines were a great hit with many students
constructing thoughtful and interesting machines.

“I have made a flying boat” (MB).

• Sorting and measuring ingredients for a recipe

• Estimating how many people can eat their cakes and
pies

• Counting ingredients and number of cups or sponges
needed for a recipe

• Predicting what might happen to foods while the
food is cooking on the stove or oven

• Learning about the names of different types of foods
and ingredients needed to make meals and snacks,
enhancing and extending the children’s vocabularies

• Sharing knowledge of how to use the utensils and
equipment

• When describing the food they are making or have
made, they are learning to express their ideas and
are using descriptive words to describe and explain
what they have made

3



The children could use the set by interlocking bricks as they
would typical Lego or use the screwdriver to connect and
secure blocks in unique ways. The children were developing
their fine-motor skills to manipulate the screwdriver and by
moving and manipulating their creations. The children were
learning to negotiate the use of the Lego and tools, take turns
and share. The timer was used to assist with turn taking
ensuring that children could have a turn of popular items if they
wanted.

Outcome 1 – Identity: Feel safe, secure, accepted and
supported 1.1a build a sense to stability and trust. 1.1b
build a sense of belonging. Learn to interact with others with
care, empathy and respect 1.4 a. participate positively as
part of a group. 1.4b respond to others appropriately.

Outcome 3: Wellbeing - Become strong in their social and
emotional wellbeing 3.1a Interact positively to form
relationships and friendships.

Outcome 4 – Learning and Thinking: Outcome 4: Learning
and Thinking: Develop dispositions for learning 4.1 b. build
confidence, cooperation, commitment and persistence.
Develop a range of skills and processes for learning and
thinking 4.2a develop problem solving, investigation and
inquiry strategies. Engage in creative and inventive ways of
thinking and doing 4.4a use imagination and innovation.

Outcome 5 – Communication: Interact verbally and
non-verbally with others for a range of purposes 5.1a develop
oral language and active listening.

ATTENDANCE

Reminder: If your child is going to be away, please notify the
preschool on 89585145 or reply to the text message (FREE).

Child and Family Centre (CFC)
Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do. Families are
their child’s first teachers and we support a strength based

approach.

Reconciliation Week at our CFC!

This week is Reconciliation Week. This year’s theme is ‘Don’t
Let History Be Mystery – Learn, Share, Grow!’

We sang songs and told stories around the fire!

Ruth helped some families to do some painting.

Ruth painted a special painting that tells the story of our
Larapinta community. The Primary School, the Preschool, the
Early Learning Centre (child care) and the Family Centre are all
represented on each edge, with all of us coming together, as
one, in the centre. Thank you Ruth for sharing your talents with
us.

We are making a giant rainbow serpent mural and also a mural
of Australia to celebrate all the different people who live here!
We even have multi-cultural dolls! Together we are learning,
sharing and growing!

Community News

ALICE BEAT 2018

Application forms can be found below:
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