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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,

NATIONAL FAMILIES WEEK
It’s National Families Week…a time to
celebrate the vital role that families play in
Australian society.
National Families Week is a time to
celebrate with your family, make contact
with your extended family and friends, and share in the
enjoyment of family activities within the wider community. It is a
time to celebrate the meaning of family and to make the most of
family life. Families play a critical role in teaching, supporting
and nurturing children especially as they grow.
For me family is among life’s very most precious gifts. Families
take many forms; for many of us who live away from our
extended family, friends sometimes take up the role of family
in our lives. All families face storms: they can be strong and
fragile all at once. Take time this week to celebrate your family
– whoever or wherever they may be!

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) tests are being conducted this week. Please ensure
your child is at school on time each morning. Breakfast is being
provided in the hall (Tuesday to Thursday) for students who are
sitting the tests.

PERFORMANCES
Next week there are three visiting performances to our school.
If you did not elect to pay for performances from your Back to
School Payment this year you will need to send in $25 to cover
the cost of these. Notes have been sent to those families where
this is required.
• On Tuesday 22nd we have a Musica Viva Concert.
Musica Viva has been bringing premium quality live
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music to Australian schools for over 35 years. This
year the group touring the NT are Zeeko, a trio
consisting of three talented musicians who will
perform pieces which explore the natural
environment and the way various cultures form
relationships with it. Zeeko will perform at Larapinta
Primary School in the hall on Tuesday 22 May at
1:30-2:30pm. This performance is part of our
school’s learning program and builds on preparatory
work done in the classroom. Families are invited to
attend at no extra cost. For more information on
Musica Viva concerts and related activities around
Australia and internationally, visit musicaviva.com.au/
education
• On Wednesday 23rd Jeff Taylor will be here with
Toonschool. Jeff visits our school every second year
and students are always captivated by his program
that combines cartooning schools with social skills
messages.
• On Thursday 24th at 1.30pm Indigenous Performer
Troy Allen will entertain and share stories and dance
with our school community.

WRITING - OUR FOCUS…MORE TIPS FOR
HOME!
Allow time
Help your child spend time thinking about a writing project
or exercise. Good writers often spend a lot of time thinking,
preparing, and researching before starting to write. Your child
may dawdle, sharpen a pencil, get papers ready, or look up the
spelling of a word. Be patient — this may all be part of their
preparation.
Respond to your child's writing
Respond to the ideas your child expresses verbally or in writing.
Make it clear that you are interested in what the writing conveys,
which means focusing on "what" the child has written rather
than "how" it was written. It's usually wise to ignore minor
errors, particularly at the stage when your child is just getting
ideas together.
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Praise your child's writing
Take care, a positive approach and find good things to say
about your child's writing. Is it accurate? Descriptive? Original?
Creative? Thoughtful? Interesting?

The awards will be presented at World Teachers’ Day events on
Friday 26 October 2018.

Kind regards,
Brenda

School Snapshot
NEWS FROM 1/2 KERBY
This term in 1/2 Kerby we have implemented an inquiry based
approach to our investigations. Through the inquiry process we
are able to enrich and guide students’ thinking and learning,
and students gain new understandings of themselves, the
learning process and the topic at hand.
The students have been able to have a say in the activities we
have created for our inquiry learning to give them ownership
of their learning. So far students have enjoyed being able to
research where they were born using the iPads, use 2D shapes
to make different patterns and structures, follow the lifecycles
of our class mealworms, and create and follow different types
of procedures.

FREE NEWSLETTER APP
Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. For instructions on how to install
the APP, click on the link below:

PARENT/CARER CONTACT DETAILS
It is vitally important that we have the most up to date contact
details for parents/carers and secondary emergency contacts.
If you have changed your address/phone numbers in the last six
months, please contact the office on 8958 5155 to ensure we
have the correct details. We understand that family situations
may also change, and would ask that that information is also
passed along with updated details. Thank you for your
assistance with this.

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
SPORTS VOUCHERS
Sport vouchers expire 31 May 2018 - Please redeem your
2017/18 sport vouchers before they expire on 31 May 2018.
If you have not received your sport voucher, or it has been
misplaced, you can request a new or replacement voucher at
sportvoucher.nt.gov.au up to 24 May 2018.

Teaching in the Territory Excellence Awards
The annual Teaching in the Territory Excellence Awards
recognise and celebrate the outstanding achievements of
school teachers, principals, leaders and support staff in
Northern Territory Government schools. Nominations for the
awards are open from 1 May to 25 May 2018.
This year’s award categories are:
• Northern Territory Principal of the Year;
• Northern Territory School Leader of the Year;
• Northern Territory Primary Teacher of the Year;
• Northern Territory Secondary Teacher of the Year;
• Northern Territory Aboriginal Educator of the Year;
• Northern Territory Special Educator of the Year;
• Northern Territory Vocational Education Trainer of the
Year; and
• Northern Territory Education Support Person of the
Year.
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If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.

Preschool News
Bangtail Muster
It was with great excitement that we gathered in the cool
morning air at our designated spot on Gap Road for this
community event. The children were eager to add their
individually decorated Larapinta Preschool number plates to
their bikes and scooters. Soon we were off! It was fantastic to
have so many students and their families come along and join
in. Many friends and family members were in the crowd and
took great joy in cheering and waving as we walked through the
mall. We were very proud of our students and their siblings as
they walked and rode up the mall to ANZAC oval. They showed
great perseverance and resilience. A great time was had by
all! Thanks to all our families who participated in this wonderful
community event.

Mothers’ Day Afternoon Teas
On Tuesday and Thursday this week afternoon teas were held
to celebrate Mother’s Day. Children worked hard throughout
the week to create special gifts and cards. The children sang
the Coo-ee, Rainbow and Larapinta songs ending their
performance with a beautiful Mother’s Day song called ‘I Picked
Some Flowers for You’. They sang loud and enthusiastically
which was wonderful. Thank you to all the family members who
were able to come along.

Healthy Teeth
We had a visit from Edie and Jess from Flynn Drive. They
told stories and played games with us to help us learn about
brushing and looking after our teeth and gums. The giant teeth
and toothbrushes were a real hit! Edie will be visiting us each
Wednesday @ 10 am this term and then the new dentist van is
going to visit! Pop in with your little ones and join in the fun!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD6z1QKmDJA

Attendance
Reminder: If your child is going to be away, please notify the
Preschool on 89585145 or reply to the text message (FREE).

Child and Family Centre (CFC)
Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do. Families are
their child’s first teachers and we support a strength based
approach.

HEALTHY, HEALTHY, HEALTHY @ Larapinta
CFC!
We have been learning about how to keep our bodies and
minds healthy, strong and active!

Healthy Snacks
Anthea is a dietitian from Flynn Drive and she visited to share
ideas about healthy snacks for kids. Anthea visits all the time
and we have heaps of great recipe ideas for easy, healthy meals
– come and check them out! Check our Facebook page for the
next ‘Family Food Fun’ session with Anthea!
http://www.facebook.com/LarapintaCFC
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Healthy Mind & Body
Katie and Graham from Bluearth visit us each Tuesday @ 10:45.
It’s active and fun and great for your mind, body and soul! Bring
your little ones and join in!

Community News
CMS TOUR AND PARENT INFORMATION
SESSION
Centralian Middle School is delighted to invite all interested
people to a school tour and information session at 8.30am on
Thursday 31st May, hosted by Principal Paul van Holsteyn.
The transition from primary school to middle school can be both
challenging and exciting. Centralian Middle School is designed
to support our students through the social and academic
developments that occur during adolescence.
CMS values of Respect, Responsibility and Fairness are lived
through teachers and staff. While high school is typically a
different teacher in each lesson, Centralian Middle School
recognises the importance of student relationships with peers
and teachers, and the sense of belonging. Classes are
arranged in home groups, where students move together and
are taught by the same teacher for multiple subjects. Students
are supported to achieve to their academic potential, while
also giving them the opportunity to develop responsibility for
themselves and their actions with the help of the School Wide
Positive Behaviour Support framework.
Centralian Middle School has a multitude of extra-curricular
programs on offer. These include Clontarf Academy, Centralian
Girls Academy, Polly Farmer, the NT Music School, a Student
Leadership Program and numerous extension and enrichment
programs and events. Students are supported and encouraged
to take the opportunity to engage with these programs, which
make their schooling experience richer.
We look forward to having you visit Centralian Middle School to
explore our facilities and programs further.
Date & Time: Thursday 31st May, 8.30 – 9.30am
Location: Centralian Middle School, 56 Milner Rd Gillen
For any further details, please call 8955 2333

4

5

