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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,

TERM 2 CHANGES
Our new term has started well. Shinaide
Dilles joined us at the end of last term as a
Transition teacher. This week we welcomed
a new teacher, Jessica Luobikis, who will
be working across classrooms in Term 2
and 4 and taking on Mrs Steed’s class in Term 3 while Mrs
Steed has some long service leave. Next week another new
teacher, Taylor Drew, will join us. Ms Drew will be teaching Year
3/4 as Ms Georgie Sutton is taking on a new part time role with
the Polly Farmer Foundation. We also welcome new support
staff this term; Kirsten Braun working in 3/4S, Alicia Simpson in
5/6W, Samantha Hull in Transition Dilles and Mungo Oster in 5/
6Madin.

EDUCATION MINISTER VISITS
Last week we hosted a visit from the Federal Education
Minister, Simon Birmingham who spent time in our Early
Childhood classrooms and also visited the Child and Family
Centre. Mr Birmingham was greeted and escorted by three of
our captains, Stephanie Summerfield, Dooriya Zeng and Evan
Renshaw who did a fabulous job showing him around!

THANK YOU!
The swimming program went very smoothly at the end of last
term. Thank you to parents for ensuring your children were
prepared, to our staff for their patience and vigilance, to our bus
driver Amius Lennie and a very big thank you to Mrs Mullins for
the timetables and the organisation that went into making it all
happen!

Improving student writing outcomes across the school is a
major school focus this year. Writing is an important part of our
daily lives. It is, however, a difficult skill to learn and master. By
getting a head start with some simple activities, you can help
your child begin to develop their writing skills. By doing so you
will be contributing to their future success as a student and as
an adult. Here are some things parents can do at home to help
children develop their writing skills:
• Provide a place - It's important for your child to
have a good place to write, such as a desk or table
with a smooth, flat surface. Good lighting is also
important.
• Provide the materials - Provide plenty of paper
(lined and unlined) and things to write with, including
pencils, pens, and crayons.
• Brainstorm - Talk with your child as much as
possible about their ideas and impressions, and
encourage them to describe people and events to
you.
• Make sure your child sees you writing - They will
learn about writing by watching you write. Talk with
them about your writing so that they begin to
understand why writing is important and the many
ways it can be used.
• Hang a family message board in the kitchen Offer to write notes there for your child. Be sure that
they find notes left there for them.
• Help your child write letters and emails to
relatives and friends - These may include thank you
notes or just a special note to say hello. Be sure to
send your child a letter or card once in a while too so
that they are reminded of how special it is to get a
letter in the mail. Consider finding a pen pal for your
child.
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• Encourage keeping a journal - This is excellent
writing practice as well as a good outlet for venting
feelings. Encourage your child to write about things
that happen at home and school, about people they
like or dislike and why, and about things they wants
to remember and do. If they want to share the journal
with you, read the entries and discuss them together.

ATTENDANCE
Attendance is another one of our school’s
major priorities. Please contact the school if
your child is going to be away. You can do
this by phoning the front office on 89585155,
sending a note or replying to a text message (FREE). The
attendance and truancy team work with Larapinta to ensure
that every child comes to school every day. If your child has five
or more unexplained absences, the truancy team will contact
you.

School Snapshot
NEWS FROM 1/2 LAWLESS
This term Year 1/2 are learning about procedural writing.
Students have been learning about the different types of
procedural writing and its features. We are currently looking at
the procedure for making ANZAC biscuits and the features of
procedural writing in recipes; title, equipment, ingredients and
method. Students are writing out the procedure for making
ANZAC biscuits and remembering to state what is being made
and using capital letters in the title. Students were lucky enough
to then follow this procedure and make ANZAC biscuits in
class. Throughout the next few weeks of this term students
will continue to learn about procedural writing and its features.
Students have been enjoying the hands-on nature of learning
that is allowing them to make and create different things. 1/2
Lawless

If your child is sick for three days or more please ensure a
medical certificate is provided.

ANZAC POEMS BY 5/6 WHYTE

As far as possible parents are requested to schedule family
breaks during the 12 weeks of official school holiday periods
to reduce the impact of children missing school and therefore
important learning during term time.

In the lead up to Anzac Day 5/6 Whyte wrote some poems
from the perspective of a solider landing at Anzac Cove in 1915.
We read the book The Beach they called Gallipoli by Jackie
French & Bruce Whatley, read excerpts from The Anzacs at
Gallipoli by Chris Pugsley and looked at some photos from the
Australian War Memorial website.

Lateness is still an issue for many children and families and has
a great impact on learning. Coming to school late on a regular
basis means many days/months of learning are lost over time.
Children are also often embarrassed about joining the class
after it has started. Please ensure children are at school to start
the day of learning by 8.30am.

NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) tests will be conducted from Tuesday 15 May until
Thursday 17 May. The tests provide parents and schools with
an understanding of how individual students are performing
at the time of the tests. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect
of a school’s assessment and reporting process; they do not
replaces ongoing assessments made by teachers about
student performance. It is important that families let us know as
soon as possible if their child/ren will be absent for one of more
of the tests.
Kind regards,
Brenda

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac-day
We would like to share some with you. If you would like to see
more of these poems, they are on display in Room 13. Please
drop in.
All I see is death
I see the enemy
I hear my Sergeant
I hear boats
I feel goose-bumps down my spine
I wonder if I will survive WW1.
- by Kaine Henwood
I see cartridge cases lying on the ground
I see injured comrades
I hear screaming men
I hear shots fired
I feel dust, burns, blood dripping and sweat
I feel frightened and terrified
I wonder if I will survive.
- by Evan Renshaw
I see the sand is changing colour from yellow to
blood-stained red
I see the water swirling around the boat
I hear the screams of death
I hear the howling of the bullets flying past my head
I feel the hurt of others
I feel as if the whole of Australia rests on my shoulders
I wonder who is going to win the war.
- by Bella Allen
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I see our enemy hiding behind a dirt hill, ready to attack
I see water beneath us rippling with stains of blood
I hear the gunshots of my mates’ guns
I hear the explosions of bombs as they hit the ground
I feel a sudden wave of fear wash over me
I feel my hands shaking
I wonder if I will make it out alive.
- by Dooriya Zeng

HATS
We have now implemented the compulsory wearing of sun-safe
bucket hats as part of our school uniform. We have reversible
Larapinta hats (in team colours) available for $10 at the front
office. Other bucket hats that provide maximum sun protection
are also acceptable. Thanks to everyone for your support with
this change.

Preschool News
Congratulations to the winners of the Easter
Raffle:
Markus (Unit 2, FD 1) - 1st Prize
Ashlyn (Unit 1, FD2) – 2nd Prize
Mark (Unit 2, FD2) – 3rd Prize
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this raffle. We raised
$182.30 for preschool.

What’s been happening at Preschool?
Teddy Bear’s Picnic
To help celebrate all of our learning, preschool held a Teddy
Bear’s Picnic at the end of the term. Lots of furry friends
including rabbits, bears, chameleons, dinosaurs, ducks,
platypus, frogs, dogs, ponies and superheros joined us for the
picnic. There were big smiles and excitement in the air for
the picnic. The children enjoyed showing each other their furry
friends and talking about what their toy meant to them.
To help mark the occasion many children helped make fairy
bread. Students followed good hygiene practices to make fairy
bread and before eating at their picnic. They also used a range
of muscles and coordination to spread butter and sprinkles on
to the bread. There was also a lot of communication with talk
about furry friends and playing games that they inspired.

FREE NEWSLETTER APP
Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. For instructions on how to install
the APP, click on the link below:

PARENT/CARER CONTACT DETAILS
It is vitally important that we have the most up to date contact
details for parents/carers and secondary emergency contacts.
If you have changed your address/phone numbers in the last six
months, please contact the office on 8958 5155 to ensure we
have the correct details. We understand that family situations
may also change, and would ask that that information is also
passed along with updated details. Thank you for your
assistance with this.

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
If your child is required to be given medication at school (ie
antibiotics, Panadol, cough syrup), please ensure that you visit
the front office and complete the required paperwork. First
Aid staff cannot administer any medication without required
consents. All medications are to be kept in the First Aid room.
Children should not have asthma puffers etc in their school
bags.

Outcome 1 – Identity: Feel safe, secure, accepted and
supported 1.1b build a sense of belonging, Act with increasing
autonomy, interdependence, resilience and sense of agency
1.2 make choices and decisions, Interact with others with care,
empathy and respect 1.4 a. participate positively as part of
a group 1.4.b. respond to others appropriately Outcome 3 –
Wellbeing: Take increasing responsibility for their own health
and physical wellbeing 3.2b explore ways to promote their own
and others’ health and safety. Outcome 5 – Communication:
Interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a range of
purposes 5.1a develop oral language and active listening. Begin
to understand how symbols and patterns work 5.4c. develop
measurement and geometry concepts.

ANZAC Day
To mark the occasion of ANZAC Day students had the
opportunity to make poppy flower decorations and ANZAC Day
biscuits. The students measured out the ingredients needed
and then placed them in the large mixing bowl. They lined up
and took turns to mix the dry and wet ingredients together
before scooping out a spoonful of mixture on to the tray.
Students then used a fork to flatten the biscuits out before they
were placed in to the oven to cook. Once cool the students
then took one home. Classes read books about ANZAC Day
and students shared stories of what ANZAC Day meant to them
and what they had done to celebrate ANZAC Day.
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Bluearth fun!

Outcome 2 - Connectedness: Respond to diversity with respect
2.2a explore diversity of culture, heritage, background and
tradition Outcome 5 – Communication: Interact verbally and
non-verbally with others for a range of purposes 5.1a develop
oral language and active listening 5.1d begin to extend
numeracy vocabulary 5.4c develop measurement and
geometry concepts.

Katie and Graham from Bluearth have been visiting us to help
inspire active and healthy living. Sometimes we join in with
the children from our Early Learning Centre (childcare) too! It
is fun and makes you feel good too! It gets us moving, it
gets us thinking and also gets us working with others. It also
helps us be calm! It’s amazing and it’s fun! If you have young
children (0-5), join us for Bluearth fun on Tuesdays at 10:45am
– 11:30am!

Wheels Day
Now that the weather has cooled down children can bring
in their favourite wheels from home to ride in our preschool
playground on Tuesdays and Thursdays. They can bring in their
own helmets or use the ones from preschool. This will run
for Terms 2 and 3. Children will need to follow the preschool
rules of wearing a helmet and closed-in shoes whilst on their
“wheels”.

Spare Uniforms
Urgent: We have run out of our emergency clothes so
if your child has borrowed some please return them to
preschool. If families have any suitable sized skirts, pants
or shorts they could donate, it would be most welcome.

Upcoming Events
Bangtail Muster
On Monday the 7st of May all of the preschoolers and families
are invited to join us for the Bangtail Muster Parade. More
information will be provided during the week prior.

Bringing Up Great Kids
Would you like to have a really great relationship with your
children? Do you want to understand why we do what we do
as parents? Would you like to understand more about why your
kids behave the way they do? Relationships Australia is running
a 6 week ‘Bringing up Great Kids’ program starting on Tuesday
8 May. See the flyer attached and come and see us at the
centre if you are interested.

Happy Birthday to our Early Learning Centre
On the 18 April, Larapinta Early Learning Centre (child care)
turned one! Happy birthday to you! Congratulations to Child
Australia, Shana Ryan (Director) and all the amazing staff. Over
50 families use the Early Learning Centre every day and the staff
have done an amazing job setting up a new child care centre.
We are proud to work with you in supporting young children
and families in our Larapinta community!

Save the date! Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea
Tuesday 8th May at 3:00 – 3.30pm
Thursday 10th May at 3:00 -3:30pm

Child and Family Centre (CFC)
Our vision is that every child has the best possible start to life.
Children & families are at the centre of all we do. Families are
their child’s first teachers and we support a strength based
approach.

Quick & healthy breakfasts
We have been learning about how important a healthy breakfast
is to get us started for the day. Brekky helps us think, learn and
grow strong! We learnt some tips on quick, 5 minute healthy
brekky ideas from the dietitian from Flynn Drive, Anthea Brand.
Check out some of these ideas for your family – and get a great
start to your day!
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Community News
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