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meeting per month on a Monday evening at 5.15pm. School
Councils work in partnership with the principal to provide good
governance and facilitate communication with school
communities.

Dear Families,

QUEEN’S BATON RELAY

MEET THE TEACHER

On February 28th and March 1st 2018, The Queen's Baton
will make its way through Alice Springs as it's passed along by
Batonbearers to the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games!
56 locals and 4 Australian athletes will carry the Queen's Baton
into and through Alice Springs. You can see the route of the
Relay, complete with a schedule and individual Batonbearers,
by visiting the QBR website. Click 'Australia Dates', 'NT', and
select Alice Springs.

We had a great roll up to Meet the Teacher
evening last week. Families visited
classrooms and shared a bbq with staff and
other families. It was lovely to seem so
many families come along; thanks for taking
the time to connect.

FREE NEWSLETTER APP
Families can download the free Schoolzine Newsletter App
(SZapp) onto their devices as a great way to keep up to date
with important information about upcoming events and exciting
things that have been happening at school. It also enables you
to view previous newsletters. For instructions on how to install
the APP, click on the link below:

ATTENDANCE
If your child is going to be away from school
it is important to let us know. You can do this
by phoning the front office on 89585155,
sending a note or replying to a text message
(FREE). The attendance and truancy team
work with Larapinta to ensure that every child comes to school
every day. If your child has five or more unexplained absences,
the truancy team will contact you.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
The Larapinta School Council AGM will be held on Wednesday
14th March at 5.30pm in Music Room. There are three parent
positions to be filled this year. Please call the school or let us
know at the office if you would like to nominate yourself or
another parent to be on Council. The commitment involves one

The Baton Relay will pass through Larapinta Primary
School on Thursday 1st March right at the start of the
school day. If possible make sure your child is at school
by 8.15am that morning so that they can line up on the
basketball courts to watch and cheer as the baton comes
through.
If you'd like to see the Queen's Baton up close, head down
to Todd Mall from 5:00pm on Feb 28 and join in with the
Community Celebration. You'll be able to see the baton from
when it arrives at 5:30pm to when it departs at 6:00pm.
There will be traffic management measures in place during the
Relay, which will likely cause delays. Parking on Todd Street will
be unavailable on 28 February. The entourage may be up to
900m long, so plan for and expect delays. There will also be
changes in parking conditions around town.

A eSAFE SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Mastering the skills of learning, communicating and socialising
through the online world is integral to the lives of our students. It
is important that students use the internet safely and positively
with the knowledge that behaviour online matters as much as it
does offline. To help your child at home parents can:
• Have ongoing conversations with your children about
their online activities
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• Charge devices overnight in the living room rather
than a bedroom
• If a situation escalates, stop, switch off and seek
support
• Watch for changes in your child’s school and social
life, technology use and emotions and behaviour.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
We love to celebrate birthdays at Larapinta and always
acknowledge students’ special day with a birthday song. Due
to the number of students who have allergies and in the interest
of equity we request that parents do not bring cakes, icy
poles or other food to share with the class. We thank you for
your cooperation in this matter.

CASUAL DRIVER REQUIRED
Larapinta requires the services of a casual bus driver from the
3rd – 13th April during the swimming program. If you have an
ochre card, an LR licence and these days free please give us a
call.
Kind regards,
Brenda

School Snapshot
The Green Team
We are a group who are passionate about the caring for the
environment. A big part is caring for the school garden and
recycling green waste and paper waste.
Next week, we are starting our composting program. We have
organised new buckets for each class to collect compostable
rubbish. Fruit and vegetables and egg shells can go in the
compost buckets but plastic, meat, cheese, dairy and baked
things cannot.
The Green Team will collect this after recess and take it to the
compost bins at the garden.
In each classroom there will also be a cardboard box to collect
scrap paper and cardboard.
Stay tuned for garden updates from Miss Revell and The Green
Team.

ADVENTURES WITH 5/6 MADIN
5/6 Madin has been exploring the elements of adventure
stories. We have been practicing descriptive phrases and
engaging introductions to hook an audience.
Joe Grumpy was as wrinkly as the ocean waves...
- Rhiyzell Lynch
"Wow..!" I said to myself, and I picked up a shell. It had writing
on it. It said, "Follow your dreams into the deep blue water and
help us. We are in big trouble. You can save us. We know you
can help. Help us." The moon was rising and the water started
to shine...
- Rahina Coulthard
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SPORT VOUCHERS
The sports voucher distribution to urban
schools for Semester 1 2018 is now
complete. Parents/carers of children who are
new to the Territory, commencing school or starting at a new
campus in 2018 (e.g. preschool, Transition, Year 7 and Year 10)
can apply for a sport voucher online at the following address:
https://grantstracker.nt.gov.au/GT8/Portal/anon.aspx?fw_men
u=request&kickoff6_new=Y&kickoff_source_uro_id=885022

SCHOOL HOURS
Although teachers are officially on duty 15mins before the bell
and 15mins after, at Larapinta we have a teacher on duty
at 8:10am and teachers supervising the kiss 'n' go area until
3:10pm each day. Camp Australia (private provider) offers
before and after school care at school and Little Antz (private
provider) offers after school care off campus if you require
supervision of your children outside these times.

CRUNCH AND SIP
This year we continue with CRUNCH AND SIP time. For many
children the 10.30 recess break is a long time since breakfast
so each day at 9 am after morning fitness children can have
a small fruit or vegetable snack that they can eat in their
classroom during learning time. The snack should be peeled if
necessary and cut, ready to eat. Carrot, celery and apple cut
into smaller pieces are ideal. The snack needs to be classroom
friendly; a whole orange will create a mess in the classroom but
is a great choice for recess or lunch. The snack time is designed
to boost and sustain concentration in class. Every child also
needs a water bottle that can be used in the classroom
throughout the day.

HATS
Our school has a 'no hat, no play' policy. We request all
children have a hat that they keep at school so that they
do not have to miss out on being in the playground with their
friends during fitness, recess and lunch play times. If they need
to take their hats home, please remind them that we do not
keep 'spare' hats for days when they forget to bring them to
school.
Our school is moving to sun safe bucket hats by the start
of next term and they will become a compulsory part of our
school uniform. If you already own a bucket hat, please wear
it. If not, we have reversible Larapinta hats (in team colours)
available for $10 at the front office.

AFTERNOON PICK UP
A reminder that parents should NOT get out of the car in the
drop off and pick up area – please keep the traffic moving in
this space.
If you need to get out of your car for any reason please find a
carpark rather than use the ‘kiss and go’ as it is disruptive to
the flow of the traffic.
Please use the internal crossing to walk your child across the
road. This is a minor inconvenience if you are not parked
directly near the crossing. It does, however, model good road
sense to your child and decrease the possibility of any
accidents.
Under no circumstances are children to get into a car in the
middle of the carpark before it has pulled into the ‘kiss and go’
area.
The safety of every child is paramount to us and we appreciate
your assistance in this endeavour.

BACK TO SCHOOL PAYMENT
If you haven’t used your back to school payment yet please
come and do so. These run out at the end of the term and
can’t be utilised after that. You can use the $150 to pay for
the swimming program (for students up to Year 2), for
performances, excursions and to purchase uniforms (including
reversible bucket hats in team colours for $10).

Preschool News
This week saw the children very excited and engaged with our
water play days. The boat made a great ‘pool’ for playing in we’re just thankful it didn’t sink!

Outcome 1.4 Identity: Children interact with others with
care, empathy and respect participating positively as part
of a group.

Preschool Reminders for Parents
Library
Library will start up this week. Days for children are Monday
afternoons and Wednesday mornings which gives children
access to the preschool’s quality children’s literature at home.

Preschool Parent Meeting
We value having a working partnership with families so we
are holding meetings on Tuesday 27th February and also on
Thursday 1st March from 3.00 to 3.45pm. All families are
encouraged to come along so we can explain how we do things
at Larapinta Preschool and also get your input.

Preschool Water Play
To assist preschool staff, please send your
child to preschool in clothes that you are
happy for them to get wet in. E.g. Shorts and
T-shirt (with sleeves) or shorts and rashie, a
hat, towel, spare underwear and another
change of clothes.
All items should be clearly named.
Water play days are Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you do not
wish for your child to participate in water play on that day please
let staff know.

Preschool Book Fair
The Preschool’s Book Fair will be happening in Week 6. Look
out for the notices on the preschool windows with more
information. Everyone is welcome to come and have a browse.
Some students used the wands in the bubble trough to make
large and small bubbles and others chose to get wet by running
around under the sprinkler. Students also washed the “big
bugs” in the water play trough and sat them out to dry.

Feel free to drop in at any time during the day and engage
with your child and their teachers. You are always very
welcome!
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Community News
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